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not only that they both made a profession of the Christian religion, but that they both agreed in the profession of the same principles, and joined together in the same communion with the reformed protestant churches, and with one another. And I think this is enough to convince you of the justice of our mother's injunctions, that we should not marry any man, how religious soever he was, unless he was of the same opinion in religion with ourselves ; or, as I observed above, that, as was the custom, the man and the wife might communicate together.
Sist. I take that to be done principally to prevent protestants marrying with papists, and to discover the fraud, if there was any; you see that practice is left off now.
Eld. Sist. I know it is left off, since other and lesser differences among protestants have made mutual communion more difficult; but I think the reason of the thing remains, viz., that every couple should know what communion they are of, and should be always, if possible, sincere without constraint, of the same communion with one another.
Sist. I rather think 'tis left off because it is not thought to be of so much moment as they thought it of then.
Eld. SisL That is, then, because religion itself is less in fashion than it used to be, which, indeed, is too true; also marriages are now wholly taken up with mirth and gay things; but in those days matrimony seems to have been understood, as it really is in itself, a solemn and serious thing; not to be ventured on rashly, considered of slightly, or performed with levity and looseness : 'tis a transaction of the greatest weight, attended with circumstances